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Purpose

To seek approval of the proposed tree planting schemes for Cherque 
Way and Grange Lane, to assist the council in mitigating against 
climate change and increase the tree canopy cover within the 
borough to assist with carbon reduction.

Recommendation

That the board  approve the proposed tree planting scheme for 
Cherque Way to provide screening between Cherque Way and the 
new play area at the entrance to Alver Valley Country Park. That the 
board also approve the proposed tree planting scheme for Grange 
Lane to soften the landscape and create a natural wildlife corridor 
along the former sports field boundary with Grange Junior School  
allowing the council to continue its commitment in mitigating against 
Climate Change.

1 Background
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As a human race we contribute around 30 to 40 billion tons of 
greenhouse gas (carbon dioxides) into the atmosphere each year. If 
this trend continues the planet will continue to heat up (climate 
change) with devastating results that may affect the way we live and 
interact with our planet. 

Trees use carbon dioxide to grow and as a by-product of this through 
gaseous exchange they release oxygen into the atmosphere. Trees 
absorb a fifth of carbon emissions generated by the human race.

It is widely agreed that we need to reduce the emissions we create 
and to capture some of the remaining carbon dioxide and prevent it 
from returning to the atmosphere to mitigate against climate change.

Research has identified an area the size of the USA as being 
available for planting trees around the world. This area is far greater 
than previously thought, and if planted with trees would reduce 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere by up to 25%.

UK Government advisors have warned of the need for significant rise 
in tree planting within the UK to happen quickly if other targets to cut 
carbon dioxide are not met.

The Woodland Trust has stated that the Committee on Climate 
Change goal for increased tree canopy cover is equivalent to 
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approximately 1.5 billion new trees; and that future generations would 
be “let down” by poorer air quality and rising “urban heat” if the 
Committee on Climate Change targets were not met.

The UK Government have further advised they plan to “rapidly grow 
forest cover” and signed up to the Committee on Climate Change 
goal for the UK cutting all greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 

The Committee on Climate Change made up of experts in science, 
economics and business identified that this would require the UK 
woodland to increase from 13% of land in the UK to 17% and should 
therefore see the UK planting 30,000 hectares of trees per year.

2 Report

2.1

2.2

2.3

The proposed planting schemes for Cherque Way and Grange Lane 
former sports field are aimed at providing increased tree canopy 
cover within the borough and wildlife habitat.

The Cherque Way scheme is designed to address the need to screen 
and soften the impact of the new play facilities at Alver Valley 
Country Park (Cherque Way) from both the Cherque Way highway 
and the local residents of the nearby Cherque Farm estate.  The 
screen planting will act as a sound barrier for the estate and to users 
of the Country Park. Internal planting of Silver Birch within the screen 
is designed to soften the landscape impact of the new play facility 
providing welcome shade in the summer months plus providing an 
aesthetically pleasing outlook for visitors.

The Grange Lane former sports field scheme is designed to create a 
wildlife corridor along the southern boundary with Grange Junior 
School in the form of beech hedging and elms, leaving a gap 
between the proposed hedging and trees for the future provision of a 
gravel foot path. 

2.4 It is anticipated the proposed schemes will improve upon the visual 
amenity along with the added environmental benefits. Planting is 
designed to encourage access, provide shelter, shade and support a 
healthy and diverse natural environment.

3.0 Finance

3.1 The Council’s tree management service is funded from a number of
resources:

i. The revenue budget covers cyclical, routine maintenance and 
replacement planting as well as emergency and reactive 
works for trees located on GBC and Housing Land.

ii. The Capital programme is available should there be a 
requirement in the future to undertake new planting schemes. 

iii. The Council encourages external contributions to tree planting 
from local individuals and community groups including schools 
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etc with the potential for a percentage of match-funding by the 
authority. Schemes such as the Woodland Trust “Free trees 
for schools and communities” would be investigated to 
maximise the potential for community involvement of planting 
schemes within the borough. 

iv. Successful externally provided grants help to top up the tree 
planting programme.

The council will seek compensation from any external organisation 
responsible for significant damage to or removal of any council 
owned tree(s) to the value as calculated by Capital Asset Value for 
Amenity Trees (CAVAT).

Current staffing will be used and there is no requirement for 
additional staffing. The service will continue to be delivered by 
officers and the appointed contractor. 

4 Risk Assessment

4.1 Council managed trees are implicated in insurance claims relating to 
possible or actual subsidence of properties. It is anticipated that, 
following a successful implementation of the Tree Policy the 
Council’s spend on trees related insurance claims can be kept to the 
minimum as far as possible.

5 Conclusion

5.1 Tree planting schemes will increase the Borough’s tree canopy cover 
thus benefitting habitats and providing greater amenity value, 
boosting the health & well-being of the residents and more 
importantly off-setting climate change.

Financial Services comments:
Legal Services comments:
Crime and Disorder:
Equality and Diversity: None for the purpose of this report
Service Improvement Plan 
implications:

Streetscene Service Delivery Plan for 
Trees

Corporate Plan:  Raise Aspirations – by improving 
the environment in which people 
live, socialise and relax they will 
subsequently feel more positive 
about their surroundings

 Enhance the Environment – by 
making positive improvements to 
the aesthetics of the environment 
and tackling climate change

 Empower or Residents – with the 
understanding that their council is 
taking positive action to mitigate 



against climate change it is hoped 
that residents will feel empowered 
to do similar within their own 
gardens or take a more informed 
interest in tackling climate change

 Develop the Economy – by 
improving the green spaces within 
the borough making it an attractive 
environment for business

 Deliver Effective Services – by 
utilising budgets and resources to 
have a positive impact on 
addressing climate change

Risk Assessment: This is provided at section 4 of the report.
Background papers: BBC News Web Page Article 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
47541491

The Woodland Trust Free trees for schools 
and communities;
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-
trees/free-trees/

Appendices/Enclosures:
Appendix A

Appendix B

Proposed Tree Planting Scheme Cherque 
Way Play Area.

Proposed Tree Planting Scheme Grange 
Lane.
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